Number of selected and isolated C. perfringens colonies producing enterotoxin in patients' feces at outbreaks of food poisoning Viable count cells were predominant over spores in subjects from all three outbreaks. The spores were very few in many samples. The exceptions were two samples from subjects in outbreaks No. 2 and 3, with about 104 spores per gram of feces. Some isolates from two samples produced enterotoxin (Table 3) . The bacterium was enterotoxigenic in 12 colonies from 5 samples obtained 20-30 days after onset from subjects involved in the three outbreaks. No isolate from samples obtained 77 days after onset from subjects in the first outbreak produced enterotoxin. All of the enterotoxigenic strains were in spore form (Table 4) . Enterotoxin itself was not detected in the feces.
Enterotoxin-producing strains isolated from all three outbreaks after the onset of food poisoning and after recovery fermented glucose, lactose, sucrose, maltose, and raffinose. The strains from outbreak No. 2 Table 4 Number of C. pefringens colonies producing enterotoxin in feces after illness *Such strains were detected in three samples .
**Such strains wes detected in one sample . 
